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James i. 27. Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself un- 
spotted from the world. 


Religion is the grand theme, that teaches man what 
belongs tohis safety, peace, and enjoyment, and the 
duties which he owes to God and his neighbor. The 
theme is important, but how often is it perverted! 
How many things in our world pass for religion ! 
Call together the various sects that are named Chris- 
tian, from the mother Catholic Church, down to the 
youngest daughter of her progeny, and with these 
reckon the different sects of the Jewish, Heathen, and 
Mahometan religions, and we have the most confused 
mass of contradictory doctrines and requirements, 
that ever our world afforded. Many of these can 
boast of thousands, who are zealously devoted to their 
peculiar religions. ‘They endeavor to maintain them 
with an earnestness and promptitude, that would just- 
ly become a good cause. 

From the consideration before us, we are ready, on 
most rational principles, to draw one conclusion with 
safety ; and that is, but few of these religions can be 
wholly true, nor should we be surprised, if the truth 
ceuld be known, that no one, as it is instructed by 
man, should be pronounced free of imperfection. 
We feel that we have no faith in the Jewish, Heathen, 
or Mahometan religions. The great question with us, 
is, what is the Christtan religion? Our text isa full 
and explicit answer. A careful examination of it, 
then, will afford all that is necessary to this important 
question. 

Our text speaks not of religion in the loese and 
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242 Christian Repository. 


general sense of the term ; butof that which is pure 
and undefiled. Were we to ask a religionist of our 
day, what is pure religion? what should we receive 
for an answer? We conceive the answer would be 
dictated by the peculiarities of the distinguishing sect, 


to which he belongs, and with whom he associates. 


Fer the consideration of our readers, we will propose, 
on this subject, the following questions. Does pure 


religion consist in believing some theoretic system of 
dogmas, which someof our leaders in the church have 
espoused ? If so, who is our guide? But. if not, 
speculative sentiments form ne essential part of pure 
religion. A system of sentiments then can only be 
dangerous in proportion as it leads from those moral 
and practical virtues, which constitute pure religion. 
A Calvinist may suppose, that to believe. God had 
elected some to everlasting life from all past eternity, 
and reprobated others to endless misery, forms an es- 
sential part of religion ; and, urging the necessity of 
his faith on this ground, he may act in conformity to 
his religious tenets; but it would show to an unbias- 
sed mind that those tenets, if true, form no essential 
pet of pure religion. This is easily seen by his con- 

emning all those who do not believe bis system, as 
reprobates. The same is true of all those peculiar 
sentiments, by which men judge and condemn their 
fellow men. 

Pure religion naturally presupposes that there is 
more than one religion, and: that those religions are 
notall pure ; otherwise the qualifying term would 
have been useless. A pure religion, we have reason 
to believe, may be defiled by being embraced in theory 


and abused in practice. We cannot be too careful in 


netising the terms pure and undefiled, which the apos- 
tle employs to qualify the word religion. 

There is another qualification that ought not tobe pas- 
sed over in silence. Those things which are pure in the 
sight of men, men pronounce pure ; but the religionof 
which St. James speaks, in the language of scripture, is 


pronounced to be‘pureand undefiled in the sightof God. 
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God sees not as man sees, but sees things as they are.. 
Man is frequently deceived ; but with God there is 
no deception. Do we then wish to know,what is pure 
religion, and undefiled before God and fhe Father, the 
great question is answered in our text.- It is fo visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and te 
keep himself unspotted from the world. Alas, how 
many, we have reason to believe, in trying to get re- 
ligion, seek for something, which has no relation, te it. 
“If any man among you,” says James, “seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 
his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.’ . When 
religion is supposed to be a certain supernatura! some- 
thing, which no one can communicate, and which has 
no particular relation to moral qualities, isit not evi- 
dent that the supposition is altogether foreign from 
the explanation whichis given in our text. If religion 
be made to consist of ‘some peculiar emotion of the 
mind, some dream, some vision, or some unusual oc- 
currence of divine providence, multitudes of sincere 
believers will mourn their exclusion from her peaceful 
oe while the bigoted fanatic will boast that 
e possesses the prize. | 

What has done much ‘towards veiling religion in 

darkness, is the line of distinction, which divines haye 


endeavored to draw between mankind. Believing in 


the endless felicity of the righteous, and the endless 
misery of the wicked, they have concluded that there 


could be no medium between the one and the other; 


and concluded justly, according to these premises. 
Therefore they say aman must either be a saint or 
asinner. He isan heir, either of heaven orhell. If 
the wicked man be converted, his change must be in a 
moment; and whereas this minute he 1s wicked and 
an heir of hell, the next he may be righteous and an 
heir of heaven. It is easy tobe seen this distinction 
is calculated to destroy the several gradations of mor- 
al virtue, by resolving all virtue and vice into that of 
the two aforenamed classes. Hence, no doubt, arose 
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verted person can do nothing acceptable in the sight 
of God. It is evident toa philosophic mind, that the 
gradations of moral virtue from the highest and most 
noble of our race, down to the lowest and most wick- 
ed, proceed by such minute, and, tohuman view, im- 
perceptible degrees, that a line of distinction can no 
where be drawn, without leaving on the side of the 
wicked some almost as righteous, as those of the low- 
est degree on the side of the righteous. 

That a man may meet with an instantaneous change 
of mind, and in a moment feel the tokens of peace, 
whereas gloom and darkness pervaded him before, is 
not to be disputed. But that sucha change forms a 
criterion by which it shall be decided, who is religious 
and who is irreligious, we have reason to believe is a 
mistaken idea. 

In our text we have two important ideas brought to 
view ; the one respects our conduct to our fellow 
creatures, the other respects the care we should exer- 
cise over ourselves. One branch of pure and undefil- 
ed religion, is to visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction. The orphan, whether bereft of father 
or mother, or both, is always an object that excites 
feelings of commiseration, in those who are acquainted 
with the miseries of mankind. Possessing no power 
to defend itself, no means to protect, or, if means, no 
experience or understanding to apply those means to 
its protection or sustenance, it falls helpless into the 
hands of those who cannot possess the real love of a 
father or mother. Upon such an one, whether he be 
merciful or unmerciful, does its future fortune eatly 
depend. Afflictions are so common to the fatherless 
and widows, that the idea seems almost inseparably 
connected with their names. In barbarous countries, 
we have reason to believe, their condition is much 
worse, than in the more humane and civilized. In all 
countries and ages they area class as frequently in- 
nocent, and oftener defenceless than any other of the 
human family. The fatherless and widows in their 
afflictions, are emphatically a considerable portion of 
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the afflicted of our race. They may be understood by 
wfigure of synecdoche for the afflicted and distressed 
of mankind in general; which is undoubtedly the 
true import of the passage. ‘These by mere worldlings 
are passed over. Their object is more to court the 
applause of the noted, the fashionable, and the proud. 
They are aspiring to something beyond them, instead 
of turning their attention to the miseries ef their fellow 
creatures. ‘They heed not the language of the God of 
Israel : ‘Wash you, make you clean, put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine eyes: cease to 
do evil; learn te do well ; seek judgement, relieve 
the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 
widow.” 

To visit the fatherless and the widow in their afflic- 
tions, is a divine requirement, and ought never to be 
construed contrary to that compassion that God re- 
quires us to exercise toward the afflicted, nor incon- 
sistent with the purity of those works which are ac- 
ceptable in the sight of heaven. Were we to interpret 
this passage in conformity to the various characters of 
men, we should find no difficulty in explaining it, so 
as tomake many fulfil the divine requirement in a 
manner that never was intended, and consequently 
give them a titke te the popular and desirable name 
of religion. ‘The Pharisees visited widows’ houses ; 
butit was to devour them. The widow and fatherless 
mourned beneath the frowns of their tyranny. When 
it was said that the Lord God hath. visited his people, 
we find it was said in the same passage, that he hath 
redeemed them. When it was said “the day-spring 
from on high hath visited us,” it was “to give light 
to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow o! 
death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

The man that possesses pure and undefiled religion, 
sets a guard over his own conduct, as well as to regard 
his fellow creatures with kindness. He keeps himself 
unspotied from the world. In the world he is sur- 
rounded with temptations to evil. Their various al- 


~ lurements are calculated to steal upon the mind, and 
21* 
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Tp attract the affections from virtuous principles, in such 
it treacherous and unexpected ways, that no one can 
| exercise too much caution in guarding against them. 
4 The pernicious practices of well meant but misguided 
4 friends ; the fashionable and idle customs of the so- 
m he créty with which we mingle in the common concerns 
oy. and business of life ; and the daily habits acquired 


’ through inattention ; all have their bearing in opposi- 
tion to keeping one’s self unspotted from the world. 


” Our Savior in a pathetic prayer to his Father concern- 
ey ing his disciples, says, “I pray not that thou shouldest 
be Sd take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
rs keep them from ihe evil.” Soforeignfrom pure and = | 
{ undefiled religien are, and have been in all ages, the 
) ae pract.ce and the leve of the world, that a beloved dis- | 
be ciple of Jesus thought proper to say, Love not the world, 
a ner the things that are in the world. He furthergives 
= us his testimony, that if any man love the mean the 
r+ lowe of the Father is not in him. No person need 
, 5 mistake the sense in which the apostle uses the term 
‘% world. It was not meant to signify the inhabitants of 
7 . . . 
5! the world, but the fashions, customs, evil practices, 
I 4 ) and vices of the world. God has given no command 
ia? fer any one to hate his people, He “sent not his Son 
4 : 
y inte the world to condemn the world ; but that the / 


world through him might be saved.” > . 
The religious man in keeping himself unspotted from =| 
the world, exercises a peculiar care-Over his mind. In 
proving all things, he reasons with freedom, but is 
careful not to deal so habitually with plausible specu- 
lations as to be ensnared by their subtle illusions. 
The cunning craftiness of those who lie in wait to de- 
ceive, is the more easily discerned by the constant 
vigilance of the truly religious, than im any ether 
situation of life. While he professes to make the 
scripture his guide and rule of moral conduct, he is 
equally careful in his endeavors to understand it, and 
in his care to adhere toit. To the praise of Timothy 
it was spoken, that from a child he was acquainted 


with the holy scriptures, which were able.io make. him. 
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wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. : 

The man that thus looks to the sentiments of his 
heart, and keeps himself unspotted from the world, 
will exercise care in the language which he uses, and 
will see that it be in conformity to the sentiments of 
unspotted purity. Will the profane man plead that 
he means noharm? Why then does he not use that 
language which is harmless? If he does not mean as 
he says, why does he not talkas he means? Surely, 
O man, thy very excuse condemns thee. Thy careless 
oaths, thy multiplied blasphemies, are daily witnesses 
of thy defection and of thine alienation from pure and 
undefiled religion before God. Does the profane man 
plead habit? He does but inform us that he is an 
old sinner. Does he say it is a mark of greatness > 
He only pleads for great impropriety, folly, and wick- 
edness. “here is no real greatness in unmeaning lan- 
guage. And a man that uses uncommon exertions te 
make people believe him, will excite a jealousy that 
he is conscious of frequently dealing in falsehood. 
Drinking, gaming, horse-racing, and bets of all and 
various kinds, are spots of the world, and form no 
part of a truly religious character. They are all ma- 
nifest tokens of the corruptions of the mind ; and 
however innocent these practices may find a man, 
they never long accompany him, without stealing 
some of the best sentiments of his heart. The man 
that desires to possess pure religion—that would be 
nurtured in principles of equality and universai love, 
will be careful to avoid these snares as a most deadly 
poison. 

The man that keeps himself unspotted from the 
world, must exercise care in the choice of his society. 
His character is generally known by the company that 
he keeps. We may always take it for granted that 
the company which is the most resorted to, is of those 
manners, and possesses those properties, which are the 
most conformable to the frequenter’s mind. Nor is it 
untimely to remark, that such company exercises the 
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most influence overa man, and the most easily per- 
suades him to any new course or practice in life. To 
cultivate friendship with all is. a divine command ; 
but to intimately associate with the irreligious and 
vicious, is dangerous to one’s character and love of 
virtue. Let the spirit of meekness and benevolence 
however be exercised toward all men. “Love your ene- 
mies ; bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you ; that ye may be the children 
of your Father which isin heaven : for he maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and on the geod, and sendeth 
rain onthe justand on the unjust.” 








ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE WORDS. NO. ,, 
To save, salvation, savior. 


The Greek words answering to these are owls, 
GaTNPLA, GOTTPs0r, and OATH» 

Ywso, (sox9,) 1. To save or deliver from evil or dan- 
ger; 2. To make whole, or heal 4 some bodily distem- 
per 3 3. Fo save from sins, i.e. from the guilt (com- 
pare Luke vil. 48, with ver. 50) dominion, and eternal 
punishment of them.* 

This word, besides being most generally translated 
to save, is rendered— 

To be made whole, Matt. ix. 21, I shall be made 
whole ; ver. 22; Mark v. 28.34; Luke vii. 48 ; xvii. 
19; Acts iv. 9, by what means he is made whole. 

To preserve, 2 Tim. iv. 18, and will preserve me un- 
to his heavenly kingdom ; Luke xvii. 33, shall preserve 
at. 

Lwrnpa, (soteria,) 1. A saving, preservation, safety ; 
2. & deliverance ; 3. Spiritual and eternal salvation. 

Translated— 
Salvation, Luke i. 69.77; xix.9; John iv. 22; 


* It may be proper here to notice that Parkhurst, the author 
from whom these definitions are taken, was a believer in endless 
misery. 
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Acts iv. 12; xiii. 26. 47; xvi. 17 ; Rom.1.16; x.10; 
xi. 115 xiii. 11; 2Cor.i.6; vi.2; vii. 10. Epe.i. 
13 ; Phil.i. 19. 28; ti. 12; 1 Thess. v. 8,9; 2 Thess. 
ii. 13 ; 2 Tim. ite 10 5; iii. 15 ; Heb. i. 143 i. 5.10; 
v.9; vi.9; 1 Pet.i.5.9,10; 2 Pet. il. 15; Jude 
3; Rev. vii. 10; xii. 103 xix. 1. 

Health, Acts xxvii. 34, for this is for your health. 

Deliverance, Acts vii. 25, would deliver them ; that 
is, give them deliverance. 

Larnpov, (soterion,) salvation. This word is used 
in Only four passages in the New Testament, and is 
always translated salvation. 

Larne, (soter,) a savior, deliverer, preserver. This 
word is used twenty-four times in the New Testament, 
and is always translated Savior. 

The above definitions are all taken from Parkhurst’s 
Lexicon. In the illustration of scripture words in this 
article, we have confined our quotations to the New 
Testament, which were thought to be sufficiently ex- 


tensive to be satisfactory on the use of these words. 


This article might be much enlarged by quoting from 
the Old. 


The reader will easily perceive by attending to the 
subject herein treated that salvation in seripture in- 
cludes a temporal, as well as an eternal state ; res- 
pects national, civil, and individual affairs, as well a@ 
those of an imperishable nature. 





EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE OHIO NORTH- 
ERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS. 

The Northern Association of Universalists met, according to 
the adjournment of the last year, at the School house in Sha- 
lersville, Portage County, Ohio, on Tuesday evening, Sept. 3, 
1822, and, after singing and prayer, chose Br. Timothy Bige- 
Jow, Moderator, and Brs. N. B. Johnson and E. Williams 
Clerks. 

Received into fellowship the society of Aurora ; also the so- 
ciety of Newton and Braceville, and the church and society - of 
Austintown ; likewise the society of Farmington. 

Received forty-three representatives in addition to the.num- 
ber of the last year. ; 
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Public Service, Wednesday Morning. 

Introductory Prayer by Br. T. Bigelow ; Sermon by. Br. T. 
Cotton, from Mark xvi. 15, 16 ; concluding prayer by Br. E. 
Williams. 

4 fternoon.—Introductory prayet by Br. E. Williams; Ser- 
mon by Br. N. B. Johnson, from 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2,3; after which 
Br. Benjamin Baldwin, Horace Burroughs, and M. B. Baldwin, 
were ordained as deacons, in the several churches to which 
they belong: concluding and consecrating prayer by Br. T. Big- 
elow ; charge by Br. R. Jones. 

Evening service.—Iatroductory Prayer by Br. A. Perkins ; 
Sermon by Br. T. Strong, from Isai. liti. 11 ; concluding prayer 
by Br. T. Cotton. 

Received Br. John Beyer into the fellowship of this Associa- 
tion. Br. Boyer has been fora numberof years a minister of 
the Christian order, but at length has found his way through 
the fog (as they say,) and he is not the first to have been so 
highly favored. 

Granted letters ef fellowship to Brs. Ambrose Perkins, Da- 
vid St. Clair, John Tuttle, andJohn M. Baldwin, as ministers 
of the gospel. Br. Theophilus Cotton received ordination. 

Public Service, Thursday Morning. ' 

Introductory Prayer by Br. T. Bigelow ; first Sermon by Br. 
E. Williams, from Gal. iv. 1—5. Second Sermon by Br. R. 
Jones, from John ix. 7; concluding Prayer by Br. T. Strong. 

Afternoon.--Introductory Prayer by Br. E. Williams ; Ser- 
mon by Br. N. B. Johnson, from Matt. xxiv.14: consecrating 
Prayer by Br. T. Bigelow ; righthand of fellowship by Br. N. 
B. Johnson ; charge and delivery of the Scriptures by _Br.. T. 


Bigelow ; and the usual addresses to the Universal Society, and 


to the congregation, by Br. T. Bigelow. 

Adjourned the Association, to meet again at Painesville, Ge- 
auga county, Ohio, on the Wednesday and Thursday preced- 
ing the Jast Wednesday in August next. 

*.* It is requested that this Association be received into the 
fellowship of the General Convention, and taken under their 
patronage. 

Timorur Bicetow, Moderator. 
Attest, FE. Wiitiams, 


NV. B. | en Clerks. 


From the Universalist Magazine. 
MINUTES OF THE. SOUTHEKN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVER- 
SALISTS. ; 
On Tuesday evening, December 10, 1822, the Ministers com- 














Ghristian Repository. 2514 


posing the Southern Association of Universalists, assembled ac- 
cording to adjournment, at the house of Br. Francis O. Clark, 
in Brookfield, Mass. and opened the business of the Association 
by solemn and fervent prayer, by Br. Jacob Frieze. 

They then chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Mederator, and Br. Rich- 
ard Carrique, of Hartford, Clerk. 

Voted that Br. J. Flagg, J. Bisbe, and H. Ballou 2d, be a 
committee to receive requests for ordination, or letters of fel- 
lowship, and report thereon. 

Adjourned to the hall of Br. Pardon Allen, in Western, there 
to meet at 9 o’clock on Wednesday morning. 

Met according to adjournment at the house of Br. P. Allen. 
Prayer by Br. J. Flagg. 

Voted that in future, during the session of the Southern Ass 
sociation, that portion not taken up in attending to the arrange- 
ment and performances of public services, or subjects of a gen- 
eral nature, relating to the concerns of the societies in fellow- 
ship with this Association, shall be devoted to the discussion of 
questions of a religious nature ; that the subject be proposed at 
previous sessions of the Association, so that each brother may 
have an opportunity of examining the subject, and of preparing 
his mind for the investigation. 

Voted that Brs. J. Bisbe, H. Ballou 2d, and R. Carrique, be 
a committee to select and propose suitable questions for exami- 
nation and solution. 


Order of the Morning Service for Wednesday. 
Introductory prayer, Br. John Bisbe. 
Sermon. Br. H. Ballou 2d.—Text, Isaiah Iv. 2. 
Concluding prayer, Br. Thomas G. Farnsworth. 


Dedicatian Service for Wednesday Afternoon. 
Reading select portions of scripture, Br. J. Flagg. 
Consecrating prayer, Br. Hosea Ballou, 

Sermon, Br. R. Carrique.—Text, Rom. x. 13. 
Concluding prayer, Br. ‘Thomas Whittemore. 


Evening Service for Wednesday. 
Introductory prayer, Br. Joshua F F 
Sermon, Br. Jacob Frieze.— Rom. xv. 23. 
Concluding prayer, Br. Hiram B. Clark. 


Thursday Morning, assembied according to adjourn- 


ment. 
Prayer by Br. Thomas G, Farnsworth. 
Attended to the report of the committee appointed to receive 
requests for ordination or letters of fellowship. They re ported 
in favor of ordaining Brs. T. G. Farnsworth and Jacob Frieze 
and of granting a letter of fellowship to Br. Adin Ballon. ! 
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tb Order of Morning Service, Thursday. 
i Introductory prayer, Br. J. Bishe. 





: | Sermon, Br. Thomas Whittemore. Text, Rom. viii. 9. 

| i Concluding prayer, by Br. J. Frieze. 

hes Ordination Service for Thursday Afternoon. 

fhe Introductory prayer, Br. H. Ballou 2d. 

ees Sermon, Br. H. Ballou.—Text 1 Pet. iv. 11. 

s : Ordaining prayer, Br. J. Flagg. 

*) Charge, Br. R. Carrique. 

ti Right hand of fellowship, Br. Thomas Whittemore. 

, | Concluding prayer, Br. R. Carrique. 

,; { It was moved by Br. J. Bisbe, that this Asseciation strongly 

aa recommend to the General Convention, the adoption of a rule, 
, whereby the inconveniencies they have in some instances al- 4 
: ready experienced, from granting letters of fellowsbip to breth- J 


hit! ren in the ministry, may be prevented ; and that a committee 
Or be appointed to lay the same before the General Convention at 
- their next session. 

Voted that Brs. J. Bisbe, J. Flagg, and H. Ballou, be the 
above committee. | 

The committee appointed to prepare subjects for discussion, 
make report of the following : 

1. What is Paul’s meaning in Rom. v. from the 11th to the 
$9th verses ? 

2. As Christians in general assert that man’s moral character 
is fixed at death, and that each man dies a sinner, if this be true, __ 
how cam any be saved ? 

Voted that Br. Bisbe prepare the Minutes, and accompany 
them with a Circular Letter, and request their publication in 
some periodical paper. 

The Association adjourned to meet again in Stafford, Conn. 
onthe 2d Wednesday in June, 1823. 


R. Carrigve, Clerk. 
p—— 1 


From the Universalist Magazine. 

In last week’s Magazine we re-published, from the 
“Christian Repository,” “An AprpEaL To THE Pus- 
Lic,”’ signed “Restorationist ;?? and a DercLaRraTIon, 
is (as we shall call it) signed “Jacob Wood,” in behalf 
+ of others. 

| It is now about seven weeks since those pieces were 
. first published. In the mean time, we have labored 
uf with our brethren who were the authors, for the pur- 
- pose of persuading them to recall their publication ; 
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but to no avail. We now submit to the alternative of 
publicly disproving their representation and. exposing 
the real character of their procedure, in . preference to 
permitting it to stand uncontradicted before the world, 
alienating the hearts of brethren, and exciting suspi- 
cion and discord. 

It may be proper to lay open the mystery which at 
first hung over the origin of those two pieces. 

Altho one of them represented us to the public 
as fomenters of discord among the brethren, we were 
left without any certain knowledge who the authors 
were, till about three weeks after the publication. 
Finding that we waited in vain for the authors to a- 
vow themselves to us, we sent to Br. Dean, whom we 
suspected to be one of them, requesting him tu inform 
us whether he was one, and to state who the others 
were, if he knew. He refused to give us any inform- 
ation in reply, unless we would first agree to terms of 
secrecy. We then sent the same request to Br. Ed- 
ward Turner, of Charlestown ; who frankly informed 
us, in answer, that he and Brs. Jacob W ood, of Shrews- 
bury, Paul Dean, of Boston, Barzillai Streeter, of Sa- 
lem, Levi Briges,* of Westminster, and Charles Hud- 
son, of Prestun, Con. were the authors. He stated 
also in detail, that at a meeting in Shirley, on the 4th 
Wednesday of last September, the brethren above- 
named, together with himself, advised that such an 
‘Appeal’ and ‘Declaration’ should be written, and sent 
to the ‘Christian Repository’ for publication ; that Br. 
Wood wrotet and sent them accordingly ; and that 
at their second meeting, holden in Boston on the 3d 
Wednesday of last December, they all, except Br. 
Hudson, who was not present, approved of the “Ap- 
PEAL TO THE Pusuic,” and “Deciaration,”’ ag they 
then stood printed in the “Christian Repository.” 


__* Since writing this, we have received a letter from Br. Briggs, 
disclaiming all concern with the APPEAL. 


t Probably he did not write them till after the adjournment 
of the meeting at Shirley.—Zditors. 
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These, therefore, we take to be the authors; and 
such we suppose to have been the origin of those pieces. 

Of their “Declaration,” we shall at present take no 
other notice than what may be of use in exposing the 
real character of the “Appeal ;”* but of the Appeal we 
cannot take our leave till we have performed the most 
painful duty that has ever pies eh onus as editors or 
as ministers. 

To begin, we must beg the reader to compare their 
“Appeal” with their “Declaration.”? He will discover 
a most condemning absurdity on the very face of those 
two pieces, when they are compared. How de the au- 
thors represent themselves in the Appeal? Answer: 
as striving “to preserve the union of the order,” -as 
seeking to continue in fellowship with those that deny, 
as well as with those that believe the doctrine of future 
punishment. Indeed, it is one of the grand objects of the 
Appeal to convince the public that they had assiduous- 
ly eudeavored to preventa separation.—Very well.— 
Now turn to their Declaration. What do they there 
say concerning the doctrine of no future punishment ? 
Answer : that it “is subversive of a just sense of our 
accountability te God, and the proper distinction be- 
_ tween virtue and vice, and, consequently, lessens the 
motives to virtue, and gives force to the temptations of 
sin.” And still they pretend to have been laborious- 
ly pursuing a course of measures for the very purpose 
of continuing in fellowship with those who believe and 
avow this pernicious doctrine !-this doctrine, of which 
they again say, “if it be not certain that” it “gives 
ferce to the temptations of sin, there is no moral cer- 
tainty upon any subject whatever !”-of which they al- 
so say, repeatedly, it sets aside the scheme of salvation 
by Christ /”? Mark this, reader: it “sets aside the 
scheme of salvation by Christ ! as well as is “detrimen- 
tal to the morals of community,” and irreconcileable 
with their ewn doctrine ;—* and yet they are willing 

0.4 . . . . . 
mong the ander "of Ushernists ia the United satel and be 
Hering that it is a great hindrance to the reception and spread 
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to profess before God and man, to fellowship those 
who believe and avow it,—to fellowship them as 
christian ministers! and \,ave even studiously sought 
to prevent every thing that might lead to a separation 
from them! Let those believe all this story who can. 
The fact is, he who contrived this story, has not wish- 
ed to prevent a separation,—he has sought one with all 
his heart, as we shall shew befere we conclude ; but he 
aud his associates knew that a separation would be 
unpopular, and wished to fix the odium of the measure 
on others. 

How desirous they have been “to preserve peace and 
tranquillity,” is evinced by the manner in which they 
published their Appeal. Let it be here observed, how- 
ever, that in the Appeal they endeavor to make the 
public believe that those brethren who deny the doc- 
trine of future punishment, together with the editors 
of the Magazine, have conducted so inconsistently 
with the rules of good fellowship as to provoke to- 
wards a separation.* Now, this appeal the authors 
published to the world, with all its items of complaint 
ot their own brethren, without having exchang- 

one word with them on the subject. They had not 
informed us that they were even dissatisfiedt with 


A the truth, as well as detrimental to the morals of commu- 
nity,” — 

“in our epinion the doctrine of universal salvation at the 
commencement of a fulure state, and that of the final reslora- 
tron of all men by. Jesus Christ, through fatih and repentance, 
are distinct and different doctrines, and are incapable of being 
reconciled together.”? Extracts from their Declaration. 


* “But be it ever remembered, and I appeal to the foregoinz 
FACTS to substantiate my assertion, that ¢fa separalion be the 
final REStLT, we did not seek it, and they must be considered 
as its legitimate anthors.”"—Extract from the Appeal 


t It may be proper here to state that in November last (af- 
ter the Appeal was sent to the “‘Christian Repository” for pub- 
lication) we accidentally heard that Mr. Turner and others had, 

- at their meeting at Shirley, last September, publicly complain- 
ed of wrong received from the Editors in the management of 
the Magazine. One of the Editors saw Mr. Turner on the 
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that part of our management of the Magazine of which 
they complain in the Appeal, altho some of them had 
been frequently in company with us, and had convers- 
ed with us particularly about the Magazine. They 
had preserved the same silence too, at least as far “as 
we can learn, towards those brethren (or that party, * 
as they call them in their “most conciliating spirit’) 
who deny the doctrine of future punishment. Of them 
they complain, that they at length “seemed to attach 
more importance to” the idea “that all misery is con- 
fined to this life.” ‘The authors had not before told 
them that they felt dissatisfied with this circumstances 
they had not even told them that such a circumstance 
existed. They complain also, that those brethren were 
wont to dwell on that idea “in their public discourses, 
and this too on Conventional occasions, and when they 
exchanged desks with their brethren-who differed 
from them on this subject.” They had not before men- 
tioned a word of all this to those brethren, so far as 
we can learn; to many of them we know they had not. 

In one word, they have published those complaints 
without previously endeavoring to dissuade their breth- 
ren from the commission of the pretended abuse. We 
mention this, not particularly to shew that it is a fla- 
grant transgression of the rules of fellowship ; but to 
bring forward the character of their procedure into 


same day, and told him what he had heard. Mr. T. replied 
that he had thought we did wrong in not following the plan of- 
fered inthe “Proposals.” This editor, perceiving a dissatis- 
faction, wrote him an account of our .management in every 
thing relating to the ‘*Proposals,” (the substance of which ac- 
count we shall insert) and then added, ‘‘if, contrary to my ex- 
pectation, it should still appear to you that we have injured, I 
ask of you the boon of a brother,—forgiveness.””’ Afterwards 
he went to Mr. T.’s house, and Mr. T. then told him that Az 
knew not that we had done wrong tn that affair, except in not 
following the plan offered in the ‘*Proposals. After this Mr. T. 
approved of the Appeal as itstands mthe Repositcry ! 


* We believe the authors are the first, and we hope the last, 
to call those brethren who do belicve in future punishment, ard 
those who do not, Pantigs. It isa word of bad influence. 
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full view. All their fervent desire for the preserva- 
tion of harmony never putit into their heads to men- 
tion their dissatisfaction to their offending brethren ; 
but it led them to think of holding those brethren up 
to public dislike. 

When the “Appeal” was published, the authors 
still remained silent. We were occasionally in com- 
pany with some of them, and once with all of them, 
except Mr. Hudson ; but they said nothing about their 
publication,* nor gave us an intimation that they 
were the authors. And when we at length sent to 


Mr. Dean requesting him to inform us whether he was 


one, and, if so, who the others were, he refused to an- 
swer unless we would first agree to terms of secre- 
cy. When we wrote to Mr. Streeter of Salem, ex- 

stulating witk him for his breach of the rules of fel- 
owship in publishing complaints against the brethren 
without a previous labor with them, he attempted to 
conceal the fact that he was one of the authors, and 
affected much surprise that we addressed him as such. 

The foregoing is chiefly an account of the circum- 
stances connected with the publication of the Appeal. 
We now come to an examination of the Appeal itself. 

We shall first prove that the following representa- 
tion, which is kept up through the whole of the Appeal, 
viz. that the authors have sought “to preserve the 
peace and union of the order,” is entirely false. 

In the year 1816, Mr. Jacob Wood applied to the 
General Convention of Universalists for a letter of 
fellowship, and received one. Inthis very year (more 
than six years 450) he persuaded one of the Univer- 
salist ministers te believe that it was necessary that 
the Convention should take a decided stand in favor 
of the doctrine offuture punishment; and at thesame 


* One of the Editors, on one of these occasions, attempted 
to expostulate with Mr. Wood for publishing the Appeal with- 
®ut a previous labor with the brethren cemplained of ; Mr. W. 
neither said, or denied, that he was one of the authors; but 
would not hear the expostulation, and said he would do noth- 
~ "ing on the subject caoept: by writing or publications. 
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time privately instilled prejudices into his mind a- 
gainst Mr, Ballou, then of Salem, (now of Boston,) 
who was supposed to doubt that doctrine. At this pe- 
riod, Vir. Wood was’ preaching in Haverhill, Mass. 
where h> talked so much against Mr. Ballou that the 
society vecame dissatisfied with him as their preacher. 
All this while he pretended much friendship in Mr. 
Ballou’s presence, as he likewise generally has since. 
Soon after this, he represented to Mr. Ballou that Mr. 
Purner was desirous of acorrespondence with him on 
the subject of future punishment, and persuaded Mr. 
Ballou to write to Mr. Turner and invite such a cor- 
tespondence. Let it be noticed that until this corres- 
pondence which was carried on in the “Gospel Visit- 
ant,” there had been nothing special said or written 
agaimst the doctrine of future punishment. After en- 
gaging Mr. Ballou and Mr. Turner in the controversy, 
Mr. Wood obtained letters from almost all the Uni- 
versalist ministers in New-England, stating their be- 
lief in future punishment; and then published ex- 
tracts from those letters, without the knowledge of 
the writers, in an Appendix toa “Brief Essay on Fu- 
ture Retribution.” He said he did this for the pur- 
pose of making known that the Universalists were be- 
lievers in future punishment. The Essay, with the 
letters, was published under the apprebation of Messrs. 
Turner and Dean, who had written their own letters 
for publication in it. In this Essay, Mr. Wood man- 
ifested some harshness, of which the following extract 
is a specimen : “The many gross absurdities to which 
the doctrine of immediate universal salvation is liable, 
and the vicieus effects which it is calculated to produce, 
render ita doctrine justly deserving of disapproba- 
tion and coxtempr.”+ This pamphlet came out about 
the first of September, 1817 ; and withina week or 
fortnight afterwards, the General Convention met at 
Charlton, where Mr. Wood was then preaching. At 


t See “Brief Essay,” &c. page 24. Who can produce so se- 
yere and contemptuous an expression as this in all that has 
heen written cgamet fature punishment? 
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this Convention, Mr. Wood privately endeavored to 
persuade a number of ministers (among whom was 
one of the editors) to join him in a separate Associa- 
tion under the title of “Restorationists,” but did not 
succeed. It woul! seein, from several circumstances, 
that Messrs. Turner and Dean then knew and approv- 
ed of this attempt. | 

Mr. Wood had previously agreed, with one of the 
ministers, to bring the subject of future punishment 
wefore this Convention at Charlton ; and, if there 
proved to be a majority of members who would not 
assent to that doctrine, to declare their separation 
from them, and declare it openly. However, when 
the period agreed on had arrived, Mr. Wood refused 
to act according to agreement ; but took the clandes- 
tine manner we have described. We wish the read- 
er to bear in mind, that atthis period there had exist- 
ed no excitement against the doctrine of future pun- 
ishment ; there had been so little said or written 
against it, that very few of the Universalist ministers 
Knew each others’ opinion on the subject. 

At the Convention, in Charlton, Mr. Wood pur- 
sued his former practice of privately instilling preju- 
dices, some of them of the most cruel kind, against 
Mr. Ballou ; and boasted that “he had got to come 
down.”? He had likewise pursued the same practice 
in his conversation with the members of his society in 
Charlton, till ithad become a subject of very general 
complaint among them. 

Ever since that Convention, he has, both in conver- 
sation with the ministers and in letters to them, confi- 
dently declared that there would be a separation of 
the Convention. Ofhimself and his associates, he has 
said, that they do not think that a union ought to be 
maintained, or can be justified, between two so oppo- 
site theories as are professed by the members of the 
Convention. [Mar this, reader, for they, in the fp 
peal pretend to have labered for union.| Hehas 4l- 
most uniformly maintained that the doctrine of no 
_» fature punishment tends to immorality ; and that the 
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% professed believers of it are, in general, infidels. ‘The 
si following is only a specimen of his representations : 
d Returning from Boston, he stopped at. Mr. Nathaniel 
4 Whittemore’s in Lancaster. Mr. Whittemore asked 
2 him, What news? to which he replied, “Bad news, 

ho bad news, Br. Whittemore : I am really sorry !” 
‘ What is it? rejoined Mr. Whittemore. Mr. Wood an- 
swered, “Nine tenths of Mr. Ballou’s society are infi- 
; dels,———I am really sorry.” As to his common prac- 
ke tice of talking against Mr. Ballou, it may be well 
q ; under:.tood by considering the fact that he has repeat- 
# edly declared to the ministers that it is his design and 
determination to lessen Mr. Ballou in the public es- 











an teem; and the societies where he has preachedcan [| 
by bear him testimony that he has shewed himself in ear- 
bY nest in the prosecution of that design. 


7 When we consider all these facts,—the part that 
i Mr. Wood has acted with the knowledge, and, often, 
a co-operation of Messrs. Turner and Dean,—and the 
course that Messrs. Turner and Dean themselves have 
ursued, tho notso openly,—we stand in utter aston- 
shment at the falsehood of the Appeal. Have they 
endeavored to preserve union? Are we the authors of 
the threatening separation’ Why, Mr. Wood him- 
Rat self has voluntarily and deliberately stated that he 
a knew Envy tobe the cause ef the threatened schism ! 
| Br B. Whittemore had asked him the cause of 
‘ Messrs. Turner and Dean’s opposition to Mr. Ballou. 
an “Br. Whittemore,” said Mr. Wood, in answer, “I 
know human nature so well as to know that envy is 





eC the cause of the impending schism.” He likewise 

ann told one of the editors that he had no doubt that the 
Pat opposition of Messrs. Turner and Dean was caused by 
sh! envy towards Mr. Ballou. 

pt Mr. Dean has reported, secretly, that Mr. Ballou re- 
7h tained nothing of Christianity but the name; and has 
i talked against him in such a manner, to some of the 


brethren, that they have told Mr. Ballou they never 
| should repeat the conversation, nor tell him what it 
t was, unless they saw him in real danger from it. A-~ 
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bout two years ago, Mr. Turner intimated an unwil- 
lingness to proceed on in harmony ; for, said he, “then 
there would be nobody but Ballou.” 
But we desist from the enumeration of the facts in 
our possession. 
We shall now attend tothe particular statements 


which they have madein the App 


eal. 


It may perhaps be thought that those statements are 


of too trivial a nature to merit attention. We 


rant 


that, in themselves, they are ; but the reader will please 
to remember that, however unimportant, they are those 
on which the authors rely to substantiate their assertion 
that, if a separation be the final result, we and the other 
brethren complained of, are its legitimate authors.— 
We have discovered too, by letters, that they have en- 
deavored, by means of those and similar statements, 
to make our brethren believe that those complained 


of have manifested an over-bearing spirit. 
fore be 


The 


SIORS. 


Ae patience of the reader. 
rst of those statements, which we shall at- 
tend to, is, that those brethren, who believe that alli 
misery is confined to this life, were wont to dwell on 
that sentiment in their discourses on Conventional 
occasions. 

Now, the fact is, that not even one sermon has been 
preached at our General Convention against the idea 
of future punishment. Myr. ’Turner himself preached 
a sermon at the Convention in Lebanon, 1819, in 
support of that doctrine ; andhe is the only one whe 
has preached directly on that subject, on those occa- 


We beg 
not deny that there have been sermons 


We there- 


not to be misunderstood ; we do 
reached be- 


fore the General Conventions, both by those who be- 
lieve, and those who deny the docirine of future pun- 
ishment, in which particular texts were applied to 
this life, ‘that some Universalists would refer to a 
state of punishment after death. Letit be understood 
too, that we do not mention the fact that Mr. Turner- 
preached a sermon at the General Convention, in fa- 


~ vor of future punishment, as an impropriety ; the im- 
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propriety lies in his making the above statement, ia 
the Appeal. 

Their next statement is, that those brethren who 
believe that all misery is confined to this life, were 
wont to dwell on that sentiment when they exchanged 
desks with their brethren who differ from them on 
that subject. 

We have not authority to deny that there have been 
instances in which brethren have dwelt on the idea 
that all misery is confined to this life, or preached a- 
gainst the doctrine of future punishment in the desks 
of those who believe that doctrine; but we neither 
know, nor have heard of such instances, and therefore 
venture to say they are not numerous. Let us, how- 
ever, apply the remark we made in the preceding par- 
agraph: we think that sermons have been preacied in 
the desks of those who believe in future punishment, 
in which particular texts were applied to this life, 
which some Universalists would refer to a state of 


punishment after death. But this is no more than 


what Mr. Wood himself has repeatedly done in his 
writings.* But afterall, how trivial is the statement 
we are replying te! Is there any impropriety in preach- 
ing directly on this subject in any desk? If we are not 
misinformed, some of those brethren who believe in 
future punishment have preached that doctrine in the 
desks of those who do not believe it ; and we confess 
we never have been able to discover any impropriety 
in this practice. Our union will never be jeopardized 
by frankness ; it is only the secret plotting of a de- 
mestic enemy that can endanger it. 

Rhy also state, in the way of complaint, the treat- 
ment they have receivedin the editorial management 
ofthe Magazine. 


* See his “*Examination of Mr. Mann’s Sermon,” and his ‘*Re- 
marks” on ‘A Letter toa friend, by a Clergyman of Massa- 
chusetts.”” In these two Pamphlets he has applied Jude 7.— 
Mat. xii. 32.— Mark iii. 28, 29.—Luke xii. 10.—Mat. v. 26.— 
Mat. xviii. 24.—Luke xii. 59.—Rev. xiv. 11.—Rev. xx. 10, to 
the present life ; all of which passages some Universalists have 
eferred to a state of punishment after death. 
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To shew that this complaint is without cause, we 
effer the following statement. Itis abridged from a 


long and very particular a-count which one of the 
Editors gave,* in writing, to Mr. ‘Turner, more than a 
month before he finally approved of the Appeal. [t may 
be proper to state that after giving Mr Turner this 
account, the writer added, “if, contrary to my expect- 
ation, it should still appear to you that we have injur- 
ed, Lask of you the boon of a brother,—forgiveness.” 
This forgiveness, it seems, is not for us. 


STATEMENT, 

“1, The “Proposals” (so called) by “Restorationist,” 
had been publishedin the Magazine about eight weeks, 
before we, at Mr. Bowen’s request, became the edit- 
ors. Inthe mean timethere was a controversy (not 
about FUTURE PUNISHMENT, but) about the propriet 
of acceding to the plan which the Proposals offered, 
viz. to write a statement of doctrine on each side of 
the question, &c. &c.&c. 2 When we engaged to be- 
come editors, Mr. Ballou, 2d. of Roxbury, (who has nev- 
er held “that all human misery is confined to this life’’) 
told Mr. Ballou, of Boston, that he wished that con- 
troversy about the Proposals to be stopped immediate- 
ly. Mr. Ballou replied, that having been himself en- 
gaged in the controversy, he would have nothing to do 
in_the editorial management of it, but leave it entire- 
ly in the hands of the two other editors. Mr. Ballou, 
2d. then persuaded Mr. Whittemore (the other editor) 
to join in stopping the controversy ; and himself wrote 
the notice to “Restorationist,” excluding, in future, 
the controversy concerning simply the Proposals. This 
notice was inserted in the first paper that came out un- 
der ourcare. 3. After this notice was printed, we re- 
ceived the “two communications from Restorationist” 
which he says were in our office when we closed the 
controversy “by an editorial edict.” [Be particular 
to observe that this controversy which we had closed 
was not about future punishment, but about the pro- 


_ ® See a former note. 
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priety of the Proposals ; let it be observed too, that if 
any wished to accept of those Proposals, they were at 
perfect liberty so to do,—our exclusion of the contro- 
versy notwithstanding.| 4. Afterwards we gave the 
following notice ; “if any person or persons think pro- 
per to accept those Proposals, we shall be ready to 
make known such acceptance through the medium of 
this paper.” 5, After this, “Restorationist,” over the 
signature “Lover of Truth,” sent another Proposal. 
This second Proposal we published, altho nobody [ei- 
ther one party or the other, to use his own darlin 

epithet ] had seen fit to accept his first Proposal. But 
we pointed out some faults init. He then sent us the 
reply [published in the Appeal,] which contains a 
third Proposal. This we rejected ; and it is the only 
one that we can with propriety be said to have reject- 
ed from this author.” | 

Let the reader remember that the whole of that man- 
agement of the Magazine, of which the authors of the 
Appeal complain, was in consequence of the counsels 
of that editor who has never held “that all misery is 
confined to this life ;°? and thatin complaining, they 
as much complain against their own party (to borrow 
their favorite term) as against any other party in the 
universe. Of what importance, let us ask, was the 
controversy about Ereposats which every body had the 
opportunity to accept ? Had we written the Proposals 
ourselves, we would have stopped any controversy a- 
bout them which was likely to occupy much of the 
paper. 

Three more particulars we will insert from the ac- 
count sentto Mr. Turner, and we have done: 

«6, We had not, we think, rejected one commu- 
nication in favor of the doctrine of future punishment, 
7. We had rejected, at least, eight communications 
designed to support the doctrine of no punishment af- 
ter death. 8. We had rejected many communications, 
on other subjects, from the friends and supporters of 
the Magazine.” 


We now take our leave of the Appeal. 
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It seems necessary carefully to caution those breth- 
ren who live at a distance, against supposing that the 
disaffection, manifested in the Appeal, is between 
those who believe in future punishment and those who 
de not. The whole of that affair was got upsolely by 
the avthors,* whom we have named ; and with them it 
willend. It has not, and will not extend to one sin- 
gle minister beside them, in the whole Convention. 
The indubitable proofs of anxious devotion to the 
union of our Convention, which we have received from 
all quarters, have exceeded our expectations. 

We cannot conclude without expressing our grat- 
itude to our brethren who have so magnanimously 
stepped forward and furnished us with the testimony 
we needed. It has been an unspeakable consolation, 
in this season of affliction, to see those brethren who 
believe in future punishment and those who do not, 
manifesting but one spirit, and equally assisting in ex- 
posing the enemy that sows discord. We cannot par- 
ticularize,—God bless them all. 

The respected Editor-of-the “Christian Repository” 
we beg to accept of our thanks for the friendly and 
impartial feelings he manifested in his editorial Re- 
marks on inserting the Appeal. It may be preper te 
give this public testimony of our confidence in his 
brotherly affection, in order to prevent unfavorable 
suspicions in the minds oi readers. 

We sympathize in the general grief of our brethren. 
Soine of us can remember the friendship of former 
days ; and the recollection brings up so many scenes 
of lest happiness that itis more than the heart can 


endure. 
ndure Hosea Battov, 


Hosea Batutov, 2d. 
Tuomas WHITTEMORE. 


* When we speak of the Authors of the Appeal whom we 
have named, we wish the reader to except Br, Briggs. See the 
first note, 


am 2A 





> 
PF 
. 
es 
mr: 

















254 Christian Repository. 


Since the publication of the above in the Magazine 
of Boston, the following notices have been therein in- 
serted. 

Messrs. Editors.—Never considering myself to be 
one of the framers of the “Appeal to the public; or 
having any concern therewith, you will is the favor 
of correcting, the mistake im your next Magazine. 

Yours, &c. B. SpREETER. 

We have just received a letter from Br. CuHartes 
Hvnson, stating that he had mo agency in the forma- 
tion or publication of the “Appeal to the public,’ 
signed “Restorationist.” Epirors. 


 eentenem eee 





THE LAST WORDS OF WILLIAM GROSS, WHO WAS EXE- 
CUYED AT PHILADELPHIA FOR THE MURDER OF 
KEZIAH STOW. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 

On Friday last, a man of the name of William 
Gross, was hung at Philadelphia, pursuant to his sen- 
tence, for the crime of murder. ‘Fhe following, says. 
the Demecratice Press, is the purport of what he said 
in his own words, as far as memory furnishes them. 
«Men and Brethren, on the line which divides time 
from eternity, I am allowed to pause to say a few 
words. They are the fast I shall ever utter, only to 
commend my soul to my gracious Savior. 

“May they be useful. Avoid bad or ar It leads 
to all crimes and plunges in all sin. Avoid card play- 
ing. Ithas heen my ruin. God guard you against 
these mighty tempters. Remember your Creator in 
the days of your youth. My hope and trust is in Je- 
sus Christ. His precious blood can cleanse the most 
guilty. Avoid bad company and avoid card playing. 
God be merciful to me a sinner ; be warned and profit 


by my example.” 
ba 


From the Herald of Salvation. 
The following Correspondence between the Reverend William 
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Worrall, of Glasgow, (Scotland) and the Rev. S. R. Smith, 
of New-Hartford, will be read with interest. It will show 
that the bright beams of eternal truth, accompanied by the 
holy influence of God’s tender, unbounded mercy, are pene- 
trating the deepest, thickest mists .of superstition and igno- 
rance, and shedding the .broad light of unclouded mental day 
on the benighted nations of the earth, in confirmation of the 
sacred testimony, that ‘the isles shall wait for the lay”? of the 
Son of God—“of the increase of whose government and 
peace, there shal] be no end.” 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD 6F SALVATION, 


Mew-Hartford, Dec. 13, 1822. 

Deak Sir,—I transwit to you a copy of the follow- 
ing letter, from a brother of the Abrahamic faith, and 
ministry, in Glasgow, Scotland, with a hope that you 
will give it a piace in the “Herald.” It will show that 
truih will flourish in the most ungenial soil—wil! find 
its way to the heart in defiance of ecclesiastical res- 
trictions or establishments, and will in due time, be 
known, admired, and received, to the everlasting joy of 
all men, and the glory of God. 

S. R. Smarx. 
EXTRACT. 

“Dear Sir—Having formerly written to Dr. Strong, 
and received no answer, I take the present opportu - 
nity of a friend’s departure hence, to send you a few 
lines, expressive of the desire of a worshipping congre- 
gation here, professing belief in God’s universal 
love, that a correspondence for mutual information, 
should be established with brethren on your side the 
Atlantic. There are three congregations of Univer- 
salists in this country—the one over which your hum- 
ble correspondent has been called to preside, during 
the infirmity and debility of Mr. Douglass, the ori- 
ginal paster, consists of about 130 members, besides 
stated hearers ; the other two, about 30 members each, 
besides hearers. Owing to the very sudden departure 
of the bearer of this, | have not time to write what I 
‘wish. You must consider this therefore, as merely 
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introductory, and we shall anxiously wait your answer, 
in which if you could favor us with some particulars 


respecting the late Mr. Elhanan Winchester, from 
the time he last landed in America, with the time, and 
manner of bis decease, and also, with respect to his 
wife, whether she became, as we hear, truly a convert 
to Christ. The reason why I ask these particulars, is 
because our brethren are desirous that Mr. W’s. life 
sould be re-published, and there remains a blank, du- 
ring the period alluded te. We correspond regularly 
with the remains of his congregation in London, but 
for want of a public speaker of talent and education, 


their numbers are greatly diminished. The desire 
for scriptural knowledge seems to be increasing a- 


mongst us, and we trust we have the blessing of the 
Lord of the harvest. We have heard that there are 
in America, several able ministers of the everlasting 
gospel ; and that a Mr. Ballou of Boston, has in his 
writings, done great justice to the doctrine of the res- 
toration. Were there any means of conveyance, we 
should be glad to be furnished with this publication, 
and Murray’s sketches of sermons. We shali be hap- 
py to be informed of the state ef religion, and the 
progress of liberal opinions amongst you, and any par- 
ticulars which you may consider interesting. And 
wishing you all prosperity in the diffusion of the gos- 
pel of the blessed God.” 
“lam, Sir, your truly affectionate brother in the 

Lord, Waipec1amM WorrRaAtt, 

“Glasgow, July 31, 1822. 

“To Mr. Smith, New-Hartford, Oneida County, N. 
Y ork.” 


THE ‘ANSWER. 

New-Hariford, Oneida Co. N. VY. Dec. 12, 1822. 
Dear Sir—Your letter, dated July 31, of the present 
year, was duly received from the hand of its bearer ; 
for which, I beg you will receive my grateful acknowl- 
edgements. A wish for the mutual interchange, not 
only of information, but of friendly and christian feel- 
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‘ing, has ever been felt by those of the Universal faith 
in this country, who were acquainted with the fact, 
that there were those of like “precious faith”? in 
yours. But we knew of no person or name, whom we 


could address ; nor indeed, of any place whither we 
could transmit our communications to a society, ex- 


cept London. By your goodness, all these inconveni- 


ences.are superseded, and I avail myself of the privi- 


lege, of making an early reply to your letter. Of the 


late Mr. KE. Winchester’s history, from the time to 


which you advert, or of the remains of his family, I 
can give you no particular information, as there.is no- 


PRA ty a regular account published; and he had 
finished his mortal labors and cares, before I entered 
upon the stage-of action. 

I trust, however, that the information desired 
can be easily obtained from the brother, who minis- 
ters.to the flock gathered by Mr. W. in the city of 
Hartford, Conn. at which place he died. I will endea- 


vor to interest the brother alluded to, (the Rev. Rich- 


ard Carrique,) to furnish you, at an early period, with 
every thing which can be collected on the subject. I 


apprehend no essential inconvenience, in the transmis- 
sion of the works of Mr. Murray, and others which 
you express a wish to obtain. And here, I would ob- 
serve, that the labors of Mr. Ballou have not been con- 
fined to a single publication. The work to which you 
allude, is no doubt a “treatise op atunement,” the doc- 
trinal soundness of which, will be more and more es- 
teemed, as freedom of.inquiry, and liberal sentiments 


prevail among men. His publications of a controver- 


sial nature, are emphatic evidences of the immense 
superiority of the truth ofthe general system of Uni- 


versalism, which he.has advocated. Others have pub- . 


lished defences ot the dectrine of the restoration, tho 


none have written so voluminously. Besides the 


works above alluded to, we have at this time, eight 


periodical publications—fuur in New-England, in as 
many different States—one in Philadelphia—and three 
an the State of New-York. Several of these are pub- 
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_ ished weekly—ethers semi-weekly—one monthly, 


and one quarterly : furnishing means of instruction, te 
those who by their distance from any place of worship, 
or other circumstances, are prevented from attendance 
on preaching—and indeed, giving to every class and 
denomination of readers an oppertunity of judging for 
themselves. I think it may be safely estimated, that 
not less than ten thousand copies of these different pa- 
pers, are subscribed for, and in constant circulation, 
in the United States—and there is no State, district, 


or section of country, where they are not more or less 


known and read. Their effects are realized to be two- 
fold—tthey prevent the introduction and spread of par- 
tial and unworthy sentiments of God and his salvation ; 
and they establish the knowledge of him who is “good 
unto ali,” and confirm the faith of the “restitution of 
ai] things.” 

From the number of public papers devoted to the 
propagation of our sentiments, you will naturally in- 
fer, the number ef believers must be respectable. We 
have in the fellowship of the “General Convention of 
Universalists,” and its several branches or “associa- 
tions,”’ about one hundred and twenty preachers, sev- 
eral of whom are respectable for their scientific and 
literary attainments, and most of them men of good 
information and sound preaching talents—all of them 
“ready to give an answer toevery man that asketh a 
reason of their hope, and instrumental in the estab- 
lishment of the truth of God. I am net in possession 
ef any certain data, whence to estimate the number of 
separate societies, but think I may safely say, there 
are more than two hundred in the United States. In 
the State of New-York, there are at least seventy. 
The number of members is very different in different 
societies ; some societies consisting ef some hundreds, 
and others of not more than fifteen or twenty. The 
circumstances of these societies are extremely various, 
some having houses of public worship, others none— 
some stated and regular meetings, while others are des- 
titute of a regujar ministry, but most of them increae- 
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ing in number and influence. Nor is the number of 
regular societies, the criterion of estimating the num- 
ber of believers in the doctrine of universal purity 
and happiness. Many are scattered abroad, in single 
families, or under circumstances which absolutely for- 
bid their personal fellowship with any congregation 
of believers ; and still more perhaps, secretly enjo 
our faith and hopes, who are visibly connected with 
other denominations of professing christians. From 
these brief particulars, you learn “the state of religion, 
and the progress of liberal opinions” amongst us in 
neral, and will deduce from them the following fact 
in particular. In this secfion of New-York, where we 
now reckon more than sixty societies, there was not 
a single congregation or preacher, twenty years since. 
Here I remark, that in my estimation real religion 
progresses in exactly the ratio, that liberal feelings 
and opinions are cherished. For the entire history of 
man furnishes but a few distant and solitary instances 
ef enlarged benevolence, and the daily practice of 
“pure me the and undefiled before Ged,’? where the 
mind and feelings were fettered by the restrictions of 
aiti-christian creeds governed by the senseless for- 
malities of enthusiasm and superstition, or narrowed 
by partial views of a partial God. With us then, to 
have rational and liberal sentiments, is to have a more 
comprehensive moral sense—a more chastened and 
lively devotion to God—a more pure and expanded 
philanthropy, and a more circumspect regard to our 


-words and actions. And thus, while our views and 


practices correspond, our feelings are alike distant 
from the apathy of indifference, and the phrenzied 
fervor of enthusiasm. 1 would by no means insinuate, 
that there are no examples of amiable virtue and pie- 
ty among limitarians, or that Universslists are alwa 

what their sentiments naturally mspire; but that 
limited sentiments generally, contract the affections, 
and tend to vitiate the morals, while on the contrary, 


liberal views conduce to moral improvement and vir- 


"tue. Investigation here is fearless ; for the period of 
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religious spite, and the domination of an exclusive 
creed have past away. Hence the arrogance of or- 
thodoxy is often mortified with queries which it never 
answers, and its. claims rejected because it furnishes 
not a reason for making them—and hence too, our 
numbers and influence.are progressing, not with the 
rashness of passion, but with scripture proofs deduced 
by reason. Should you here inquire, whether with 
this general liberty of thought and discussion, Uni- 
versalists perfectly agree in every peculiarity of doc- 
trine—I answer:no! They embrace a variety of sen- 
timents mutually converging in the ultimate purity 
and feiicity of aealiad. It is this single and ex- 
alted truth, which constitutes the criterion of fellow- 
ship—that central power, which by strong attraction 
draws a countless multitude with one consent, to the 
exercise of “one mind.” With differently constitut- 
ed minds, we think it quite enough to harmonize in 
the simple restoration of all men ; and while we claim 
the right ef private judgement, ror with full consent 
this prerogativeof nature to all others. AndI am 
fully persuaded, that stronger evidence of the dere- 
liction of the spirit, and power of Universalism, can- 
not be feund, than in the assumption of exclusive truth 
in every particular of our faith. Where the scrip- 
tures are read, and man has liberty to examine them— 
where liberal views can be taught; there the truth 
will prevail—there its “rest will be glorious.” And 


every step is permanent in the enlargement of her 


empire—circle embracing circ:e, in the strong liga- 
ments.of.divine love, the era must approximate when 
knowledge, life, and peace, shall pour their united com- 
forts on all mankind. When every barrier to the 
eregrere of intellect shall be broken.down—when cle- 
rical usurpation shall no longer prevent or restrain 
research—when inquiry shall be chastened by judge- 
ment, and religion, opening a rich prospect of a hap- 
py immortality, shall instruct man to be happy now, 


by aiding him “to do justly, to love mercy, and to 


walk humbly with his God.” 
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Your letters, and those of other brethren, will not 
only be gratefully received, but considered means of 
instruction, and tokens of esteem ; and should you be 
pleased to extend your correspondence in this coun- 
try, I would refer you te the following brethren: Rev. 
Russell Streeter, Portland, Maine, Rev. Paul Dean, 
and Rev. Hosea Ballou, Boston, Mass. Rev. Richard 
Carrique, Hartford City, Conn. Rev. Edward Mitch- 
ell, Gity of New-York, and Rev. 4bner Kneeland, City 
of Philadelphia. 

The expression of your christian affection, is most 
cordially reciprocated—and [ pray you will present 
the assurance of my respect to Mr. Douglass—I wish 
him and yourself, useful and happy lives, continued 
while life can yield enjoyment, and reviewed with the 
eonsolation, that “the pleasure of the Lord has pres- 
pered in your hands.” 


Iam your Brother in the gospel of Christ, 


STEPHEN R. SMITH. 
Mr. Wittitam WoRRALL, No. 102, Argyle street, Glasgow. 


AN EXAMINATION OF ELDER PUTNAM’S VIEWS OF THE 
CHARACTER OF CHRIST. NO. 2. 


Elder Putnam, in exhibiting his views of the char- 
acter of Christ, has classed his ideas under three ge- 
neral propositions. The following is a statement of 
their leading ideas. 

“I. The first reason,” says he, “whichI would of- 
fer to substantiate the idea that Christ is truly God, 
is, that the same appellations which are given te the 
Father, are also applied to the Son.”—Page 55. 

“[[. Another reason which has occurred to me in 
favor of the divinity of Christ, is, that all the attributes 
of Jehovah are ascribed to him.”—Page 59. 

“[If. A third reason which has occurred to me in 
favor of Christ’s essential divinity, is the work which 
he came to perform. If this be such as a mere crea- 
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drawn from it, that he is divine; but if it be far 


above the capacity of all creatures, and yet such as 
Christ is qualified for, it will afferd us evidence that 


he is truly divine.”—Page 64. 

The two first of these propositions, we considered 
ina former number; and noticed what we concluded 
were the most important arguments, which Elder P. 
offered in theirsupport. The thagd is founded on dis- 
puted premises, of which he seems well aware ; and 
after drawing his inference, proceeds to establish his 
premises. His inference is that Christ must be infi- 


nite, because he has undertaken an ii:finite work, 
namely, the work of salvation ; and this is infinite, 


because sin is infinite. The following quotation will 
exhibit his mode of arguing on this subject. “We are 
told, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners, yea the chief; that he is able to seve to the 
uttermost, all that come unto God by him ; this is ac- 
cording to the general tenor of scripture. But here 
a query arose respecting the nature and tendency of 
that sin, from which Christ came to save his people. 
Ihad previously considered it finite, because the vio- 


lation or act ef a finite being ; but I could no longer 


remain satisfied with this definition. Although I could 
not consider sin, in all respects infinite, because com- 
mitted by a finite creature, and there being different 


degrees of it; also different degrees of punishment ; 
yet it was made to appear, that although finite as to 


its degree when viewed in relation to the creature, 
that it is infinite in its tendency when viewed in re- 
lation to that being, against whem it is committed, it 
being calculated, if not restrained, to subvert all good 


from the universe.” 
We learn from this quotation that Elder P. in main- 


taining that sin is infin.te, is disposed to concede to 
us a part of the ground that sin is finite. It is finite 
in relation to the creature, but infinite when viewed 
in relatien to its tendency with reference to God. 
Can any action of itself have a tendency beyond its 
own legitimate power r If it can, Elder P. may be 
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right ; if not, he is certainly wrong. Actions, small 
in themselves, may be so connected with other ac- 
tions, or may excite actions which are founded prin- 
cipally in other causes, so as to have a tendency be- 
‘ond their own natural power. For instance, a small 
match touched to a magazine of powder, will explode 
the whole; but if the principles of explesion were not 
in the powder, the tendency of the match would as 
soon set a mill-pond en fire, as the magazine of pow- 
der. Sin is a finite action, when viewed in relation 
to the sinner, who acts only on finite principles, be- 
cause he is a finite being. This Elder P. acknowl- 
edges. Now let us look for the tendency. “It is 
calculated,” says he, “if not restrained, to subvert all 
good from the universe.” If sim cannot extend be- 
yond its natural power, which our opponent acknowl- 
edges to be finite, it is not possible for tt tosubvert all 
good from the universe, even if it be not restrained. 
A finite cause cannot subvert an infinite principle. 
Nor is it possible for sin, in its most unrestrained ca- 
reer, to effect the Deity at all, in its tendency. The 
infinite perfection of the Deity knows no weakness on 


which sin can light to subvert it. Itis not the maga- 
zine of powder that suffers explosion by the touch of 


iniquity. Itmust be utterly beyond sin inits tenden- 
cy, and not at allexposed by it. The mischief of sin 
then, in its tendency, redounds wholly ta the creature. 
He and his companions, by its evil tendency, are made 
the only sufferers. eiie : 

To say that what is finite in degree is infinite in its 


tendency, is making an infinite effect from a finite 
cause, than which nothing can be more absurd. But 
absurd as the position is, it is the ome which Elder P, 


has assuined upon which to build the essential divinity 
of Christ. His arguments, therefore, however ood 
in themselves, will fail of their intended force, till the 
round en which they are founded are better estab- 
ished. But before we proceed further in these re- 
marks, we will attend to the following quotation. 
“Admitting,” says he, “Jehovah to be infinitely 
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amiable, uniting in himself every possible perfection, 
being the centre and source of ll good ; Opposition to 
him must be infinitely criminal. Sin consisting of the 
transgression ef the law, which is a transcript of the 
moral image of God, and, therefore, holy, gust, and 


goed, must be considered proportionably sinful. If 


this be the nature of moral evil, if it rise in opposition 
against every manifestation of the divine character, 
we must suppose thatif the capacity and strength of 
the sinner would admit of it, he would frustrate every 
purpose, and defeat every design of Jehovah; and al- 
though he fail through lack of strength, yet God looks 
upon him equally criminal, as if he had succeeded.” — 


ae 65. 

Ider P’s. idea of the sinner’s frustrating every pur- 
pose and defeating every design of God, if he were 
able, must be founded, it appears, on a very unfavo- 
rable opinion of mankind, or on the basis of a false 
theory. We never heard of any person that wished 
to wrest the government from his Maker, except those 
who have been educated in the belief of particular 
election and reprobation, and the fears of endless mise- 
ry. That instances of particular hatred to God, 
among such people, may be found, we do not dispute. 
But in other cases, tho sin be in opposition to God and 
goodness, it operates in tts desire, tendency, and de- 
sign, in its own finite sphere, without ever lifting a 
thought at the throne of God. Elder P’s. idea of 
man’s criminality in the sight of God, is to us like pro- 
nouncing sentence of execution on a child for the 
murder of a man, because ifit were strong enough, it 
would kill him. It is no excuse because tie child has 
neither power of body or intellect. It is just as cri- 
minal in the sight of a wise and intelligent court, as if 
it possessed those faculties in a degree, equal to the ac- 
complishment of such design. Absurd as this simili- 
tude may appear, it fails only of equally pointing out 
the absurdity of Elder P’s. idea of the manner in which 
God reckons the criminality of transgressors. Man 
with his Maker forms no comparative equality te a 
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child with aman. Yet he thinks God looks upon 
man as equally criminal, as if he had defeated every 
design of his, and frustrated every purpose. Thus he 
labors to maintain one absurd idea to support another. 

Elder P. in maintaining that Christ offered himselt 
an infinite sacrifice for man to make an infinite atone- 
ment for infinite sin, has another difficulty to encoun- 
ter. He does not contend that the divinity itself 
suffered. [t was then only the sufferings of humanity 
for a short time that made the infinite atonement. 
But to the sufferings of humanity he attaches infinite 
merit, because the humanity of Christ was connected 
with his divinity. Yet if thesufferings of his humani- 
ty did not effect the divinity, tho connected with it, 
what more importance can we attach to them than to 
the sufferings of Christ as properly the only begotten 
Son of God, the Son of God in a peculiar sense? We 
cannot possibly conceive what advantage the Trinita- 
rian views of atonement can have over the Unitarian, 
in point of merit, so long as none of them pretend that 
the real Divinity suffered. 

But after all, in pleading for an infinite atonement, 
they give it no preponderance over sin; for this they 
account infinite. This balance of power on the side 
of atonement and sin, may well render the salvation 
of men doubtful, and is, no doubt, the fittest hypothe- 
sis to support the doctrine of endless misery. Elder 
P. however, believes in particular election and repre- 
bation, and the final perseverance of the saints. The 
saved are fixed in the decree of heaven and must be 
saved ; the reprobate are excluded, and cannot be 
saved. As the salvation of the elect is wholly of 
God; so is the reprobation of the non-elect. As the 
saved have no praise for being saved ; so we should 
conclude the damned ought not to be blamed for being 
damned. But almost every electioner endeavors to 
blame them, notwithstanding their fate is fixed and 
unavoidable. 

We have now brought to a close what we calculated 
to offer on Elder P’s “Sketch” of his life. Many 
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parts of the book which we deem exceptionable we 
have left unnoticed ; nor have we called the attention 
of the public to all the arguments on the topics, which 
we have had under consideration. But we have en- 
deavored to notice the most important and objectiona- 
ble. If we have been successful in pointing out the 
mistaken views of those arguments which we have 
noticed, we presume no particular embarrassment 
will arise in consequence of those which we have not 
noticed. If unsuccessful, nore labor would be equal- 
ly useless. Whatever may be the views of different 
persons on the subjects herein treated, we have only 
toadd further, that we have endeavored to aot a friend- 
fy part, and add our mite with a view to promote the 
cause of truth. 
—_ 


FROM T. B. ON 2 corn. Ii. 15, 16. 

The reader will be able to gather from the follow- 
tng éxtract from T. B’s letter, his ideas on the above 
named passage of scripture, which by comparing with 
ours, page 74, of this volume, he will discover where- 
in we differ, and judge for himself which appears the 
most scriptural and rational. 

EXTRACT. 

“We are exhorted by the Apostle, the author of 
the words under consideration, to present our bedies 
a living sacrifice unto God, which is our reasonable 
service ; and because God has been so merciful! to us.— 
Rom. xii. 1. New this we cannot do without becem- 
ing dead to sin and alive to holiness or righteousness. 
It appears that the preaching of the true ministers of 
Christ is calculated to effect this meral change, that 
we may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God; and so be a sweet savor unto 
God, im both them that are already in a saved state, 
and in them that are in a perishing condition. To 
the ome they are instrumental in increasing their 
faithand piety, and so become a savor of life unto life; 
to the other they are instrumental in working convic- 
































SRG LGT SEER I POM 


Christian Repository. 279 


tion in the mind, and so producing death to sin, till 
they become dead to sin ; and then they are prepared 
to receive the truth in love of it. Then their preach- 
ing would become a savor of life to them, after bein 
thus changed, as is described in Rom. vi. 11, 12. This 
is the only death the sinner can experience ; in which 
it can be truly said God delights, according to my 
understanding of the scriptures. It is written that 
God delights not in the death of the sinner; but that 
he should turn and live. Therefore he has provided 
so many ways or means of grace to bring us to him. 
This is the onty way in which they can be a sweet 
savor unto God of eath unto death, unless we take 
the Hopkinsian ground, which involves the character 
ot God in such darkness, that I dare not admit the 
thought as true.” 
REMARKS. 

The views of our brother, T. B. were anticipated in 
our former piece, with our objections, in the following 
sentence : “If we say death unto death means the de- 
struction of death, the idea does not well comport 
with their perishing or being lost, neither would it 
seem to form a proper antithesis to the idea of life 
unto life.”’ All we wish to add to this subject, is to set 
the meaning we meant te convey in our former piece, 
if possible, in a more clear point of light. For we 
have reason to conclude from the above communica- 
tion, that it has, in some measure, been misunderstood. 
It was not our object to maintain that the death of 
the sinner is well pleasing to God; neither could 
we suppose it to be the meaning of the apostle. 
And if this deduction followed of unavoidable conse- 
quence from our explanation, it would equally follow 
that we were in the dark .on this subject. As was 
before stated, we do not suppose that the death of the 
sinner is well pleasing to God; but that whieh is a 
sweet savor to God, might prove salutary to one and 
unsalutary to another. All this would follow in con- 
sequence of the qualified or unqualified state of the 
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nance of man is one of the gifts of our common Pa 
rent, and acceptablein his sight. ‘To one it is a savor 
of health, and to another a savor of sickness; but 
in the last case the fault is not in the food, but in the 
situation of the receiver. For the sake of application 
to our subject, we will say in both cases, the food is 
a sweet savor to God, being the gracious bestewment 
of his providence; but the inference is not to be 
drawn that the sickness which was occasioned by it, 
was a sweet Savor. 

St. Paul, speaking of the ancient Israelites, says, 
“For unto us was the gospel preached as well as unto 
them ; but the word preached, did not profit them, 
not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.” 
The nature of the gospel and its acceptance in the 
sight of God, is uniformly the same, and not at ali 
dependent on its acceptance with man. 

We, have another instance that suits our case in 
Rom. vii. 10—18. “And the commandment which 
[required] life, | found to be unto death. For sin, 
taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, 
and by it slew me. Wherefore the law is holy, and 
the commandment holy, and just, and good. Was 
then that which is good made death unto me? God 
forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working 
death in me by that which is good; that sin by the 
commandment might become exceeding sinful.” This 
passage appears so applicable that it excludes any 
need of comment. 

To our friend, T.B we express thanks for the 
favor he has done us in pointing out what he conceiv- 
ed to be misunderstood in our former letter, and are 
happy to acknowledge the christian candor that ap- 
peared to dictate his communication. 


From the Gospe) Herald. 
DEDICATIONS. 


The Universalist Chapel lately erected by the 
Universalist Society in Providence, R. I. was dedicat- 
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ed to the worship of God, Nov. 20th, 1822. Our libe- 
ral and public spirited brethren who have built that 
costly and ornamental edifice, are.entitled to much 
praise, and it is hoped they will receive the desired 
reward of their munificence and labors in the ad- 
vancement of the public morals, and the promotion of 
the Redeemer’s cause on earth. ‘The Chapel cost | 
about 19,000 dollars; and -the sale of the pews at , 
auction to $15,000. :Brother Ballou of Boston deliv- 
ered the dedication.sermon, from Gen. xxvii. 17. 

The Meeting House.erected during the last season, 
at Cambridgeport, was dedicated, Dec. 18th, 1822. 
The sermon by Brother Ballou, from Deut. xiv. 23. 
The house is .elegantly neat and commodious, in 
which is a glass chandelier highly ornamental. May 
our brethren whe erected it, continue to enjoy the 
blessings of Christian worship within its walls, and be 
richly compensated for their labor, expense, and 
liberality.—Port. Chris. Intel. 

REMARKS. 

God forbid that we should ever “sow discord among 
brethren.”?> We would remove those things which 
have a tendency to create and foster evil. It is the 
spirit of honest concern for the prosperity of the cause 
of Trath among our countrymen, that induces us to y 
-say, that we read with pain, the notices of “costly and 
ornamental edifices,” and “much praise” awarded to 
those who build them. Depend upon it, brethren, ‘ 
there is nothing in the character and conduct of the 
disciple of Christ, so “highly ornamental,” so praise- 
worthy, as the “visiting the widow, and the fatherless 
in their afflictions, and keeping ourselves unspotted : 
from the world.’? Our-Lord and Master never coun- ¥ 
tenanced “costly ornamental edifices.” He was 
plain and unassuming. A manger was not despised 
by him; the poor were his constant concern, and he 
was their Helper. The smile of contentment, the 
absence of the tear from the face of the widow and 


the helpless, would ornament a church more than all 
-™ the gold. of Ophir. 


see, a 
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As this is the first request of the kind, we hope our 
editorial brethren will give these few remarks an 
insertion in their papers.—Ep. Gos. Her. . 


MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. ’ 
The number of deaths in the city of Boston, in the 


year 1822, was computed to be 1,203. Of this num- 
ber 356 were under ten years of age. 
=== 
The British and Foreign Bible Society has, since its 
formation, received in subscription £ 1,086,526 ster- 
ling, (equal to '$4,802,337,) and distributed 3,563,374 
copies of the Bible-—Chr. Reg. 


Dedication.—On the 5th instant, (January) the beau- 
tiful and handsomely constructed brick Meeting- 
‘House in Hartland, Vt. was publicly and solemnly 


dedicated to the worship of Almighty God, the Crea- 
tor, Preserver, and Savior of all men. 


Introductory Prayer by Br. Lemuel Willis. 


Dedicatory Prayer by Br. Robert Bartlett. 

Sermon by Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston. 

Concluding Prayer by Br. Dolphus Skinner. 

These solemnities were interspersed with appropri- 
ate anthems and hymns of praise by a-choir, which did 
honor to the science of their profession. ; 

The day was remarkably fine, and the congregation 


overwhelmingly numerous, and suitably attentive and 
solemn.— Unt. Magazine. 


New Periodical Works.—At Watertown, N. Y. 
“YT e Herald of Salvation, edited by the Rev. Pitt 
Morse,” and published semi-monthly at one dolar a 


yea re 


At Buffalo, N. ¥. the “Gospel Advocate,” edited by 
Rev. Thomas Gross, and published every Friday, at 


‘two dollars perannum. Both of these publications 
appear to be well conducteg. 
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The following is alist of the periodical works from 
‘which we have selected in the course of this volume. 
Universalist—The Universalist Magazine, Boston 
—The Philadelphia Universalist Magazine, Philadel- 
phia—Gospel Herald, New-York—Religious Inquirer, 
Hartford, Con.—Christian Intelligencer, Portland, 
Me.—Herald of Salvation, Watertown, N. Y. 
Unitarian.—The Unitarian Miscellany, Baltimore, 
Md.—The Unitarian Defendant, Charleston, S. C.— 
The Christian Register, Boston—Christian Philanthro- 
pist, New-Bedford. The pieces credited to other 
papers were taken from some of the above, and credited 
on their authority. == 
Christian Intelligencer.—Br. Russell Streeter, Edi- 
tor ef the Christian Intelligencer in Portland, has 
issued proposals for publishing that paper ina royat 
quarto form, .semi-menthly, at-ene dollar per annum, 


| OBITUARY, 
Died at Putney, Vt. August 15, 1822, Mrs. Many Coss, 
wife of Mr. Richard Cobb, aged-68. 
At Walpole, N. H. Oct.410, 1822, CaroLinE FisHEr, 
daughter of Mr. David Fisher, aged 2 and a half years. 
The above were received in season for an earlier number, but 
the paper that contained the accounts was mislaid. 
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AN ACROSTIC. 


BY JAMES JOHNS: 
Jehovah's Son deseeniied from above, 
Elect of God, te do the work of love, 
Suffered upon the cross’for all mankind,— 
Unoound the band, which sin did on us bind.® 
Sure He all things to God-will reconcile, 


Cause every weeping facein joy to smile ; 
He’ll conquer death, and Satan’s power destroy, 
Restore all men to righteousness and joy. 
Immanuel’s name by all shall be adored ; 
Sinners shall turn and own him for their Lerd; 
To his own nature. shall the whole record. 


* That is, virtually, tho not actually or immediately. 
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UNIVERSAL SALVATION PROCLAIMED. 
‘Behold I bring you good:tadings of great joy which shall be 


~ unto all people. 


Come near, all ye-nations, and hear your salvation, 

From Christ your Redeemer it freely doth flow ; 

Tis Jesus the Savior dispenses his favor, 

‘To ransom-the: world from its sin, death, and woe. 

From God He descended, aransom intended, 

To rescue from death the world of mankind. 

On Calvary’s. mountain he opened a fountain 

To wash from-uncleanness, pollution, and sin. 

How joyful the message, that there is a passage 

From death, and from mourning, to happimess made. 

The blood.of Christ Jesus from guiltiness frees us, 

And makes us-unspotted and pure as our head, 

How pow’rful his passion, for all his salvation 

Will see, and enjoy,.and will praise, evermore. 

All men he will draw, to adore aud to love him, 

He’ll reign till his foes shall oppose him no more. 

Tho death.is.now raging, and hell is engaging 

T° oppose: the great conquest which he is to win, 

In vain is'their pow’r, for in his own hour 

He’!l conquer, and life the sole empress shal] reign. 
Huntington, Vt. Jamzs JOHNS. 

=——s 


Selected. } 


HYMN. | 
‘Ail nature’s works His praise declare, 
For whom they all belong ; 
There is a voice.in ev'ry star, 
In ev’ry breeze a song. 


Sweet music fills the world abroad 
With strains of love and power ; 

The stormy sea sings praise to God, 
The thunder, and the shower. 


To God the tribes of ocean cry, 
And birds upon the wing ; 

To God the powers that dwell on high, 
Their tunefu] tribute bring. 


Like them Jet men the throne surround ; 
With them loud chorus raise ; 

‘While instruments of loftiest sound, 
Assist his feeble praise. 


Great God ! to thee we consecrate 
Our voices and our skill ; 
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We bid the pealing organ wait, 
To speak alone thy will. 


‘O teach its rich and swelling notes 
To lift our souls on high; 
And while the music round us floats, 
Let earth born passion die. 
= 
TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

Coming with this number to the close of the third 
volume of the Christian Repository, the Editor is 
happy to acknowledge the patronage and support 
which he has received in conducting the work. Three 
years have nearly elapsed since its commencement, 

n taking a retrospect of the events of this period, so 
far as they relate to the denomination called Univer- 
Salists, we view many things, which are calculated to 
rejoice our hearts. When this work commenced, 
there were only two periodical publications circulated 
among our brethren, namely, The Herald of Life and 
Immortality, and The Universalist Magazine, both of 
which were published in Boston. . It is just, however, 
to notice, that two other publications of a similar na- 
ture, commenced the same year, one in the city of 
New-York, and the other in Philadelphia. Three of 
these four are yet continued to be published, with the 
addition of four that have since begun to circulate. 
There has also been a more copious addition to the 
ministry, in different parts ef our happy and prosper- 
ous country, than the most sanguine expectation of 
the brethren could have anticipated. ‘The number of 
believers, we conclude have increased in nearly the 
same proportion. Accounts from the State of Ohio 
multiply them, almost like the shoals of fishes in Pe- 
ter’snet. In New-York there has been a very rapid 
increase ; in Massachusetts and Maine, multitudes 
have been added; while New-Hampshire and Ver- 
mont are not altogether idle spectators of new 
accessions to the faith. 

But the public is, at this time, well aware, that ours 
is not uninterrupted prosperity. ‘The root of bitter- 


~ "ness has sprung up to trouble us, and. the enemy has 


sowed tares in the midst of our wheat. Gladly would 


; 
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— brother in this address pass these things in si- 
ence, that they might die in their rising, and lie for- 
gotten and unknown, could he flatter himself that he 
might reasonably be excused. But this is the perilous 
hour, and he must act apart. The difference of sen- 
timent in our brethren, on future punishment, has long 
existed, and has occasionly been the subject of conver- 
sation long before any thing of a controversial nature 
appeared in print Such was the general harmony 
and unity of spirit exercised among the brethren, that 
the sentiments of many individuals on this subject 
were scarcely known, or sought after, by their inti- 
mate friends. But as our numbers increased, these 
peculiarities, as might naturally be expected, were 
called up. Energy aroused energy, and opposition 
excited opposition, till the controversy was brought 
to what we now find it. The rapid increase of our 
periodical works, in other respects advantageous, 
mre wings to fan the flame of strife, and bear our 

ifficulties wherever they, in their bending courses, 
were directed. ‘Its much to be lamented that a more 
prudent course had not been pursued ; that more cvol- 
ness of deliberation and candor in investigating with 
much forbearance, had not occupied the places that 
have been filled with the productions of dashing scrib- 
blers, who did little else than multiply the repetitions 
of their precursors. 

Perhaps I may be allowed the freedom to say, with- 
out giving offence, that it is dangerous to nourish, in 
an uninterrupted manner, a controversial spirit. In 
much controversy a man frequently becomes a cynic, 
when he fancies he is deliberate. Our brethren in with- 
standing the doctrine of endless misery, have met a 
flood @ apeeean: This opposition has aroused to 
action, and called forth the energies of the mind, ina 


manner favorable to the progress of the doctrine of. 
universal salvation. But shall we think it strange, or 
altogether unaccountable, that the spirit of controver- 
sy so long and habitually neurished im opposition to 
endless misery, when turned against our own pecu- 
liarities by one another, should exhibit the fruits of its 
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aatural tendency? That we feel the deleterious con- 
sequences in this last respect is a lamentable fact ; 
that we have indulged this spirit too much, with ref- 
erence to the former, is suggested for the considera- 
tion of the brethren. 

Ata time like this, when the eyes and ears of the 
brethren are widely open, altho it is not supposed that 
in seeing they all perceive, or in hearing they all®un- 
derstand, the feelings. are generally alive to jealousy. 
We may suppose them to be so at a period like 
the present, if ever. From this consideration we have 
reason to conclude that some of our subscribers have 
mistaken the objects of the Editor in managing this 
work, as they have withdrawn their names, before the 
close of the volume, and thus abruptly broken from 
the list. The moment any human authority, express- 
ed or understood, is received, there is no further in- 
vestigation, than with reference to that authority. | 
Every kind of opposition is interpreted for personal 
abuse. The Editor of the Christian Repository has 
endeavored to conduct this work with a view to pro- 
mote fair investigation and the harmony of good feel- 
ing. But the spirit of the times has rendered his 
labors, in some measure, unsuccessful. In controver- 
sy, when one side of a question is admitted, it is un- 
fair to exclude the other without a hearing. The 
controversy of Restorationist and Jacob Wood, in 
behalf of himself and others, with the Editors of the 
Universalist Magazine, was thought to be a matter of 
too long standing, and too obstinate to be hushed in 
silence. The controversy has already assumed @ 
most haggard appearance ; but the consequences yet 
remain for time te disclose. 

Our readers will be careful to bear in mind,that what- 
ever may be the result of this controversy, it ought not 
to affect their faith either in favor or against the doc- 
trine of future punishment. In its present character 
every thing of a doctrinal nature, is lost in the dis- 
- *eussion of personal difficulties. These are matters 
that ought as much as possible to be confined to the 
parties, without extending their influence te the twe 
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general classes of Universalists. Whatever course 
the brethren, or any portion of them, may be disposed 
to pursue, there can be no question, but what it is the 
duty ofall to strive for the promotion of a conciliating 
spirit. If the old question, “how can two walk to- 
gether except they be agreed?” implies that tney can- 
not; it does not prevent their agreeing not to walk 
together. For one class of brethren to wrest them- 
selves from another can only be justifiable in cases of 
extreme abuse, where no mutual stipulation can be 
made. Those that do not desire to be on friendly 
terms with those of other denominations, can hardly 
be entitled to the name of Christian. And if the 
Universalists should think proper to become two sepa- 
rate connections, they ought ever to keep this object 
in view, to be on as friendly terms as possible. 

If in conducting the future numbers of the Chris- 
tian Repository, (should it please the public still to 
extend patronage,) the Editor cannot promise the pru- 
dence of a brother Editor, that no piece shall be ad- 
titted which sheots a deleterious fang at the reputa- 
tion of his duly esteemed friends, he can engage that 
the reputation of no man shall be touched without at- 
fording him an opportunity to defend. The mouths of 
king Nebuchadnezzer’s lions were full of deleterious 
fangs, but none of them was shot so as to hurt Daniel, 
during a whole night. This is a day of trial; and we 
look to these very deleterious fangs to show us who 
our. DULY esteemed friends are. It is certainly a ques- 
tion whether these friends can be known only by 
flattery or popular influence. 

To such of our readers (and we fondly anticipate a 
large proportion of our present subscription list) as 
are yet disposed to patronize the labors of a brother, 
whose life and daily studies are much devoted to their 
service, he promises faithfulness. To thuse who receive 
this as a valedictory address, he bids farewell. Fare- 
well, brethren; the grace of God be with you; “till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the know- 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 


_Mmeasure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” 








